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   Recently, I was talking to one of my class-
mates from my doctoral program.  We were rem-
iniscing about some of the weird learning situa-
tions we shared during those years.  He asked 
me if there was any one lesson from that time 
that has actually come in handy since our gradu-
ation.   

Hmmmm...good ques-
tion.  There were sin-
cerely many important 
learning moments in my 
coursework and re-
search but the one piece 
of input that has really 
stuck with me is some 
advice given before we 
took our first class.  Dur-
ing the orientation, we 
heard from various pro-
fessors who told us how 
awesome we were for 
being selected to study at 
the university.  Some an-
ticipated the great contri-
butions our research 
would make in our field of study.  Really cool 
motivational stuff.  But the one professor who 
gave the most practical input simply said, “As 
you get into this study program, you will want to 
quit.  You will get tired of the work.  You’ll get 
tired of the sacrifice.  You’ll question whether it’s 
even worth it to get a doctorate.  During those 
times, keep showing up.  Whether you’ve com-
pleted your assignments or not, show up.  When 
you’re tired, show up.  People who get the hood 
at the other end are those who continue to show 
up.  No matter what, never stop showing up.”   

    Fast forward to last month in Orlando for 
meetings of my corner of Wycliffe human re-
sources:  Ministry and Care Resources (MACR).  
We began each day recognizing people’s years 
of service in Bible translation.  Of the one hun-

dred staff at the meetings, the majority of people 
fell in the 25 and above years of service group.  
At 32 years, I was in the upper middle of that de-
mographic.  I knew most of my colleagues sto-
ries.  I knew the sacrifices and cost of their ser-
vice.  I knew the places they had worked and the 

challenges they faced.  And 
in spite of the hardships, 
they kept showing up.  I felt 
honored to serve with these 
quietly diligent people.  
They didn’t do it to receive 
the doctoral hood at the 
end of the journey.  They 
did it so that one more 
group could get God’s 
Word in their own lan-
guage.  And they looked 
forward to a time when the 
last language would receive 
the New Testament .   

I can’t think of a better rea-
son to keep showing up. 
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Serving with Wycliffe Bible Translators since 1987 

Still Showing Up 

At our MACR meetings I gave a workshop on 
Managing Resistant People.  Gee, does that 
ever happen in missions?  Ummmm...yeah.  It 
does.  

Me making a fairly mundane point but em-
phasizing it with a strong hand gesture. 
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The Sieges Family in 2019 
the unvarnished truth 

 

   Thank you, dear friends for your encouragement and support over these past 32 years.  You 
have been the centerpiece of God’s abundant grace to us since the beginning.  We literally could 
not have done this without you.  Blessings to you in Christ Jesus till all have God’s Word in the 
language of their heart. 

Tim and Denise 

Matt and Anna and the grandkids.  Still 
living the dream in Boiling Springs, NC.  
Anna continues to teach Bible at Gardner
-Webb University.  Matt is writing his dis-
sertation in practical theology at Boston 
University.  Emmie is finishing kindergar-
ten and  Bramble continues to horde and 
study his toy trucks. 
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Bud and Ky and Rollo.  Evan finished 
his Master of Divinity degree and began 
his chaplain residency at Wake Forest 
Baptist Medical Center.   Ky is still an 
amazing first grade teacher in Winston-
Salem, NC.  Rollo remains hopelessly 
addicted to pupperoni and other doggie 
treats.   

Auntie Roo sharing a tender moment 
with Rollo. Ruthie continues to keep 
Goodwill shoe and book sections 
stocked for the discerning shoppers 
of Charlotte.  Good job, Roo. 

And then there is Denise and me.  Closing 
in on our 40th anniversary later this year.  
Woohoo! 


