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Yes-No-Wait...What?
When I was a young Christian back in the
1970’s, I was eager to learn as much as possible
about my new faith. I had lots of questions for
Bible teachers and pastors and other Christians.
Typically, my mentors would direct me to the
Scriptures and my questions would be answered
fairly quickly. But one of the nagging questions
that kept coming back involved answers to prayer.

flawed. For one thing, prayer isn’t supposed to
work. Machines are supposed to work. Intimate, interpersonal communication in a relationship is not mechanistic. If I reduced my interactions with my wife to only three words, our rela-

Not far into my Christian walk I became aware
that many, if not most of my most fervent prayers
seemed to go unanswered. I poured over the
Bible to find some clues about what I was doing
wrong. I read numerous books on prayer, interviewed conference speakers and created a prayer principles checklist in hopes of figuring out
where my petitions were breaking down:











Using the Lord’s Prayer as model? Check
Praying with persistence? Check
Praying the Lord’s Will be done? Check
Praying in faith? Check
Praying for others? Check
Praying Scripture? Check
Praying with gratitude? Check
Praying in worship? Check
Praying boldly? Check
Praying with expectation of answers? Check

tionship would be sadly impoverished...not to
mention conflicted especially if that “wait” response was a go-to default.

In spite of my exhaustive efforts to make prayer work, genuine conclusive answers seemed
elusive. The final word on unanswered prayer
was summed up in the biblical sounding catch
phrase: When we pray, God can give one of
three answers: “Yes, no or wait.” Gulp. If that
was true, more times than not, I was doomed to
the communication netherworld of Wait on my
way to a hopeful thumbs up or thumbs down
from Heaven.
Thankfully, “Yes-No-Wait”, though intuitively
valid, is not God’s exclusive script for responding
to our prayers. Over the years I’ve learned that
my basic understanding of prayer is seriously
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The truth is: God answers our prayers relationally with many more than three words. We
are privileged to have an abundance of God’s
words in a language we understand. The Bible
describes the stories of God, the logic of God,
the communication modes of God, the intentions
of God, the priorities of God, the emotions of
God, and the affections of God. The answers of
God have a richness that go beyond my desire
for a brief yes-no-wait check in. The long version is available by a tenacious search for the
heart of God in His Word. Thank you for caring
that 114 million people do not have access to
even three words of Scripture in their own language. They deserve more than a one sided
conversation with their Lord and Savior.
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anna
more than three words were used to coordinate this
photo of our family in January.

100%

Thank you, dear friends for your encouragement and support over these past 31 years. You
have been the centerpiece of God’s abundant grace to us since the beginning. We literally could
not have done this without you. Blessings to you in Christ Jesus till all have God’s Word in the
language of their heart.
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